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Greetings From the Principal 
 

Dear Lawrence School Families, 
 

 In just a few days we will be saying  
goodbye to another school year.  Another year of 
learning experiences, growing pains, positive 
connections with teachers and friends.  This 
time of year is a good time to think about the 
importance of the opportunities we have to work 
together as a school and a community.  As  
parents/guardians you expect that your children 
will learn valuable content and life lessons  
during their time here.  But as a school, we can 
learn a lot from our students and their families 
about best ways to make connections and impart 
knowledge to our most valuable assets - the kids!   
As always, I encourage you to keep in touch with 
your child’s teachers - start off the year with a 
‘welcome back to school’ email - opening this 
line of communication can pay off over the 
course of the year.   
 

Throughout this school year there was a 

positive culture and environment in the  
building.  The students in both grades worked hard 
and focused on academic achievement and growth.  
Faculty and staff were pleased with the two grades 
and we thank you parents/guardians, for the role 
you played in this partnership.  We also thank you 
for the opportunity to work with these great groups 
of kids.   The Lawrence School truly is an outstand-
ing place to grow and learn! 
 

 I hope all families have summer plans that 
include having some fun times and some relaxing 
time with the kids.  Make plans to create some art, 
or to have a summer adventure together!  Enjoy the 
next couple months - and we’ll welcome them back 
after Labor Day! 
 

“It's time to say goodbye, but I think goodbyes are 
sad and I'd much rather say hello. Hello to a new 
adventure.” 

     Ernie Harwell 
 

Sincerely, 
Tom Bushy, Principal 

A Message from Assistant Principal Vieira, 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

 What a year we had as a school!  As you 
know, one of my primary duties as Assistant  
Principal is to address student disciplinary  
situations.  As you can imagine, it’s not always a 
fun endeavor.  In our second year of the PAWsitive 
behavior structure, I was able to change the nature 
of many of my conversations with the students 
about their actions.  Students were able to find the 
behaviors on our streamlined chart and see more 
clearly the consequences that correlated.  More 
importantly, I was able to have more conversations 
with students about positive interactions with  
students and staff and modeling such for their 
peers.  I look forward to continuing with this work 
next year.  Communication with teachers and  
parents/guardians will be key to seeing that all of  
 

our students have a great experience at the  
Lawrence School.   
 

For those heading to the high school next 
year, we wish them luck and are confident that they 
are ready to sail as Clippers at the next level.  For 
those coming back to Lawrence as 8th graders, we 
will be ready to welcome them into a new role as 
Lawrence School leaders who can model  
appropriate behavior for the incoming 7th graders.  
Have a great summer everyone!   

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————



 

Team One News 
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Team Two News Team Three News 

Like a speeding train we race toward 
summer.  It’s hard to believe that 
beach and boating time is right around 
the corner.  As this is being written, 
Team 1 students are in the throes of 
their final English essay and foreign 
language tests and then onto the rest of 
their other finals, but with plenty of 
review time built in, all students have 
the chance to succeed. 
 

 It has been a wonderful year 
filled with hard work and fun activities.  
We end the year with finals, but also 
the 12th annual Lawrence Poetry Slam, 
the Advisory Olympic Games, Band 
and Chorus concerts, a walk to the 
Woods Hole playground and the ever 
popular dress-up dance! 
  Have a safe and adventure-
filled summer.  Hope to see you on the 
beach or getting ice cream!  Enjoy! 

Team Three teachers and students had 
a great trip to the Battleship Cove in 
Fall River at the end of May!  Students 
learned about the various battleships, 
destroyers and submarines from World 
War II.  They also learned about what 
a day in the life of a sailor was like and 
how women impacted the war effort.  

We also enjoyed an afternoon at  
Goodwill Park on Friday, June 14th 
after final exams.  On behalf of all 
Team Three teachers, thank you for a 
wonderful year of hard work and  
learning!   
 

The focus for quarter four English was 
poetry: reading, analyzing and writing 
sonnets. Thank you to those students 
who entered their sonnets into the 
Katherine Lee Bates poetry contest.  
We also read Melba Pattillo Beals’ 
memoir Warriors Don’t Cry. It is a raw, 
emotionally draining account of her 
days as one of the Little Rock Nine 
who integrated into Central High 
School after the Supreme Court ruling 
of the Brown vs. The Board of  
Education. We had great discussions 
about how the choices people make, 
individually and collectively, shape a 
society. 
 

During math this term, students began 
working with area, volume and surface 
area.  We found missing angles and 
parallels cut by a transversal.  We  
finished the year with square roots and 
graphing linear equations and  
inequalities.  Finally, we spent  
significant time preparing and  
reviewing for the MCAS test. 

It is almost impossible to believe that 
another school year has already gone 
by...seems like just yesterday we were 
welcoming this year’s students into our 
rooms for a shiny new year.  This 
group has been a pleasure to teach, so 
enthusiastic and kind.  As we close out 
the year we have a few last things  
wrapping up.   
 

In Ms. Gallilgan’s English class  
students are writing their culminating 
essay on “Warriors Don’t Cry”.  Ms. 
Galligan would also like to thank the 
students that participated in the Poetry 
Slam, great work!   
 

In Science with Ms. Cruse the year is 
rounding out with the Earth Systems 
and Cycle project along with fourth 
quarter common assessments the last 
week during class.   
 

Mrs. Solich’s Math students have just 
finished out their final unit on  
Geometry and are preparing for their 
final test.  
 

And finally, in Social Studies our  
travels concluded with a tour of  
Ancient Greece and then students in 
Ms. LeLacheur’s class will be taking 
their finals.  Team two would like to 
say a sincere thank you to our three 
trimester teachers this year, Ms. Van 
Mooy - Art, Mrs. O’Connell - Tech21 
and Ms. Lewis - Engineering.  Enjoy 
the photos of our students posing with 
their solar cars...an excellent  
Engineering achievement! 
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In social studies, students have  
enjoyed learning about ancient China, 
the impacts of globalization, as well as 
ancient Greek cultures.  Students  
debated, discussed and wrote about 
many topics in class.  Some topics  
included the qualities of good  
leadership, the pros and cons of global 
economic interdependence and the 
characteristics of different Greek city-
states.  We ended the school year  
researching and presenting about the 
Persian Wars.  In Unlocking Social 
Studies, students used their research 
and critical thinking skills to learn 
about a specific topic in history related 
to “conflict and compromise.” They 
created multi-media projects and  
presented them to the class.  
 

In science, it has been a busy but  
engaging, hands-on quarter! Students 
have been studying ecosystems and 
ecology.  During this unit, students 
researched examples of natural and 
man-made disasters and their roles in 
the different earth systems and cycles.  
We also participated in a Pollinator 
and Plant Party to culminate our year 
of focus on ecosystems and the roles of 
plants and pollinators.  Students  
traveled through six workshops hosted 
by entomologists and scientists from 
our community. This was a great  
success and kept students engaged  
during the process.  Most importantly 
the kids learned a lot about insects and 
how important they are!  This was part 
of an FEF sponsored grant and we had 
several donors in attendance who were 
very enthusiastic.  
 

 

The teachers on Team 4 enjoyed  
working with your children this 
year.  As we ended the school year, 
there was a big push to prepare our 
students for the transition to high 
school.   
 

After MCAS, students had an  
opportunity to practice their acting in 
English class.  Ms. Liles’ classes read 
and performed “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” with their classmates to much 
fanfare.  They also continued  
sharpening their writing skills by  
focusing on persuasive essays.   
 

Mr. Tribou’s social studies classes 
wrapped the year up discussing The 
Enlightenment and Mr. Zarra’s Science 
classes studied energy and  
motion.   
 

Finally, please make sure you look at 
the summer reading list.  For those 
students attending FHS, they can go 
on the English department’s webpage 
to view the freshman list.  For those 
attending another school, please  
contact the school to find out your 
requirements.  On behalf of the Team 
4 teachers, we wish everyone an  
enjoyable and relaxing summer. 

Like Lawrence School on  
Facebook!  Stay connected 

with all the current events and  
happenings going on! 

Team Four News 

Team Five News 
What a year it has been! Team 5 has 
had a wonderful year and it is very sad 
to see our students go, but we are also 
very excited to hear about all they will 
accomplish in the years to come. 
 

We ended the year learning a lot and 
having so much fun. The students got 
on stage and performed Shakespeare 
scenes, participated in a town history 
scavenger hunt and spent a lot of time 
building their DaVincci Dash carts in 
engineering. 
 

We enjoyed time together cleaning up 
the town in our annual Ecothon and 
would like to thank all of those who 
donated. We were able to collect a 

tremendous amount of trash. 
 

During quarter 4 we were excited to 
celebrate our team award winners. 
There winners were as follows: 

 

Math: Sanjay Govindarajan and Leilani 
McCall 
English: Leyden Steedman and Morgan 
Brown 
Social Studies: Meredith Kinkade and 
Aquinnah Steedman 
Science: Aiden Fountain and Ruth 
Miller  
FAME: Aiden Carlino, Rya 
Cavanaugh, Greta Oberacker, Rachel 
Larson, Moriah Leonard and Eric  
Chicoine  
 

We are so proud of all of our students 
and it has been a pleasure getting to 
know them this year. Happy Summer! 

Team Six News 
The students on team 6 have had a 
busy fourth quarter and a wonderful 
year. They have been looking forward 
to some end of the year fun.  
 

We took part in the Falmouth  
Scavenger Hunt downtown as the 
students learn important historical 
information about the beautiful town 
we live in.  
 

Then, all eighth grade students got 
together for a fun day at Water Wizz 
followed by the last dance.  
 

These are great rewards and activities 
for a year of hard work. The students 
will be greatly missed!  
 

Thank you for a great year; for  
sending your child to us with  
manners and respect and ready to 
learn. Have a great summer! 

continued... 
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Library Media Center 
This year has 
FLOWN by! 
In May,  
Maker Club 
was able to 
collaborate 
with Ms.  
Lewis, the 
7th grade  
engineering 
teacher, to 
host a toy  

dissection. Ms. Hines and Ms. Lewis 
collected staff donations of old battery-
operated stuffed toys and students were 
able to take the toys apart using a  
variety of tools to view the electrical 
components within. Students  
discovered switches, speakers, motors 
and more inside of their creatures.  
 

The goal is to make this an annual 
Maker Club event!  
 

With the end of the year approaching 
quickly, library books are due! All 
books were due May 24th. Please help 
your student locate any book they may 
have lost. Even if you find a book in 
July or August, please email Ms. Hines 
at shines@falmouth.k12.ma.us so she 
doesn’t spend the money to  
replace the book(s) over the summer.  
 

Prevent the “summer slide” when 
school lets out, and encourage your 
child to read over these next few 
months. Statistics show that achieve-
ment gaps widen over the summer, so 
visit the public library and local 
bookstores, or expand your home  

library for your child this summer! 
Eight Cousins and the Falmouth  
Public Library not only offer access to 
all the books you could ever want, but 
also provide amazing youth program-
ming, such as author visits, crafts,  
movie nights and more! Happy  
summer reading! 

 
This has been an amazing year for 
the Lawrence School band,  
complete with parades, concerts 
and the biggest highlight of all:  
winning Gold at the Great East 
Band Festival!  Students learned 
some really fun, exciting and  
challenging pieces of music such as 
Haunted Clocks, Balladair, Distant  
Horizons and the great Prologue: Into 
the Woods from the musical Into the 
Woods.  I congratulate and thank all 
band members for their tireless efforts 
and great attitude!  
 

Congratulations to the Lawrence 
School Chorus on winning the 
“Gold” at this year’s Great East Music 
Festival with a score of 90/100! All 
choir students should be very proud 
of their efforts!  A huge thank you to 
all the parent chaperones that  
accompanied us on the trip to help 
make the day a great success. The 
Spring Choir concert included  
Hashivenu (in Hebrew), Hotaru Koi (in 

Japanese), The Rainbow Connection 
(from The Muppet Movie), This is Me 
(from The Greatest Showman) and  
performed with Chamber Strings, Rise 
Up (Andra Day) with featuring solos 
from Merritt Wilcox, Nicole Norris, 
Kylie Shelott and Savannah Thomas.  
 
Together with Chamber Strings and 
Bohemian Rhapsody (Freddie Mercury, 
Queen) featuring students Hannah 
Irving on drum kit and Malia Holt on 
Bass and our own school band  
director Mr. Fietek on electric guitar. 
LawCappella performed ‘Walking in 
Sunshine’ and ‘Superstition’ (Stevie 
Wonder). Everyone sang in the choir 

to their best and gave a great  
performance at the Spring Concert!  
 

The 7th Grade Guitar classes  
finished out the fourth quarter  
performing some their favorite songs 
including Riptide (Vance Joy), Let it 
Be (The Beatles) and their new all time 
favorite Beatles song Eight Days a 

Week!  Students that wish to continue  
playing guitar are encouraged  
purchase their own instrument and 
perhaps find a local guitar teacher.  
 

It has been a fun and exciting year in 
the 8th Grade Music Technology  
classes. Students have created many 
great projects such as a remix, a radio 
commercial and creating all the sound 
effects, dialogue and music to a movie 
trailer! The students learned the  
basics of creating a song with the  
computer, and basic piano skills. 

Music, Band & Chorus 

mailto:shines@falmouth.k12.ma.us
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As usual, the 7th Grade Engineering 
workshop has been very busy this 
term! Team 2 students recently  
explored transportation technology 
and alternative energy as they  
designed and built solar powered  
vehicles. Students also learned some 
basic woodworking techniques that 
will come in handy when they get to 
the 8th grade shop next year. As a 

7th Grade Engineering 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - 

8th Grade Engineering 
Things are beginning to wrap up in 
the 8th grade Engineering program 
this spring!  Team 5 students began 
the year with a previous skill set after 
having completed last year’s 7th grade 
Engineering class with Ms. Lewis or 
Mr. Nugnes.  This prior experience 
has allowed us to review many of last 
year’s concepts and then launch right 
into construction earlier than in the 
past.  Our overall focus in 8th grade is 
to provide students with the  
opportunity to understand and  
explore the presence of engineering 
and problem solving in the world 
around them and to pick up some 
construction skills of their own at the 
same time. 

After building bridges to withstand 
weight and environmental tests, team 
5 students constructed their own  
display shelves, using logos designed 
with google docs and then carved into 
their shelves using our CNC router.  
This device allows students to lay out 
a display of clip art and font work on 
a computer, convert it to a jpeg and 
send it to a mechanical deck which 
allows a palm router to carve their 
design into a piece of lumber.  This 
has greatly enhanced the personaliza-
tion value of our display shelf project 
and allowed students to create their 
own professional looking designs for 
display in the school and at home!  
Please visit www.tinyurl.com/

engineering8 for pictures, videos and 
more information! 
 

Students finished off the year with 
the 7th annual DaVinci Dash!  12 
teams built carts containing  
catapults, gears, pendulums and 
wheels to take part in 12 different 
challenge stations.  They had to pull 
their carts up the hill using mechani-
cal advantage, raise their team’s flag 
to the top of a 12-foot tall tower  
using gear ratios, launch water  
balloons and golf balls from a  
catapult and solve logic and practical 
problems along the way.  It was the 
ultimate engineering challenge and a 
great way to end a busy year. 

final celebration, we pause regular 
classes for a morning to have a  
team-wide solar car race, with prizes 
awarded for Speed, Style and Best Use 
of Recycled Materials.  
 

In the final weeks of the trimester, 
students learned about electronics and 
communications technology as they 

create interactive electronic and  
robotic displays with Makey Makey 
and Hummingbird kits. We show off 
our work to the school community 
during the last week of school. It has 
been a pleasure exploring with Team 
2 students this term as look forward 
to a strong finish with our final  
projects! 

Team 3 students worked diligently to 
design and code their own original 
programs. Then, they took on the role 
of end users and interacted with each 
others' programs to get feedback  
before editing, finalizing and sharing 
proudly with the Scratch  
community.   
 

Ask your student to show you theirs! 

Tech 21 

http://www.tinyurl.com/engineering8
http://www.tinyurl.com/engineering8
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As summer  
vacation approaches 
here are some  
important reminders 
from the Health  
Office…. 
 

If your child has a 
physical scheduled for the summer, 
have a copy sent to the school so they 
will be up to date when the school 
year starts.  Physicals are required  
every three years and every 13 months 
if your child is planning to play a 
sport. Please update the health office 

with any new immunizations and with 
any changes in health history or  
conditions. 
 

As of September 2018, per MA School 
Immunization Requirements any  
medical or religious exemptions for 
immunizations will require a doctor’s 
dated and signed statement explaining 
the vaccine(s) are medically  
contraindicated or a parental letter 
dated and signed stating that the  
vaccine(s) are against sincerely held 
religious beliefs to be filed in the 
health office to be renewed annually.   

Remind your child to protect their 
skin from the sun. Even when the 
temps are not too warm, the sun is 
still strong. Sunscreen is important to 
use everyday even when the sun is not 
shining. It is important to reapply  
every 2-3 hours as well as more often if 
sweating or swimming. 
 

Wishing you all a very relaxing and 
fun summer vacation!  
 

Every year, students in grade 8 spend 
at least 4 hours testing for proficiency 
in the spring. The Assessment that 
they take, called STAMP - Standard  
Assessment for the Measurement of 
Proficiency - is based on four skills: 
speaking, listening, reading and  
writing. At this level they need to 
score at least Intermediate Low (4) on 
this Assessment in order to qualify for 
a Language Opportunity Coalition 
Certificate of Attainment, which they  
received on Student Recognition 
Night.   
 

The state Seal of Biliteracy is earned 
by seniors only, in Intermediate High, 
a State Seal and Advanced Low ( State 
Seal of Biliteracy with Distinction). 
Students in all Grade 8 classes spend 
an entire year being assessed with  
Integrative Performance Assessments 
which measure reading, writing, 
speaking and listening. They receive 
written feedback every quarter. We 
hope the results makes them eligible 
for earning this certificate. This test-
ing has begun to increase our  
enrollments so that these students will 
be able to progress to the Seal Awards 
when they are at FHS. Here are some 

Foreign Language 

quotes from students indicating 
their interest and satisfaction with 
this  
testing : 
 

"The writing prompts were great! I 
could really think of a lot to write." 
 

"The reading was challenging. I liked 
how it got more challenging." 
 

"I feel the STAMP testing was a very 
effective way to evaluate the French 
knowledge that I have." 
 

"I personally enjoyed taking the test. I 
did not find it too difficult." 
 

"I thought that the STAMP test was a 
good experience. All in all, it was 
somewhat challenging but not  
impossible." 
 

“Overall, I had a good experience  
taking the STAMP test. I found some 
parts challenging. I think it was a  
valuable experience to test my French 
knowledge by taking STAMP." 
 

It seems students at this level feel  
successful at language study! 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - 

School Play 
Our school play, Into the 
Woods Jr., was entered 
into to the MET - (Mass 
Educational Theater 
Guild)  Musical Awards 

for the Middle School Division and 
judges attended two of our three 
shows.   
 

We received nominations in the  
following categories; 
Best Scenic Design and Execution 
Best Props Design and Execution 

AND 8th grader 
Conrad Johnson 
has been  
nominated as 
Best Leading  
Actor for his role 
as the Baker.    
 

The award  
ceremony took 
place on June 10th at the Berklee  
Performance Center where we won 
the award for Best Props Design and 
Execution!  
 
Congratulations to the cast and crew! 
 
 


